
was named a member of the 

Rhode Island Geological Sur-

vey Commission.  This group 

studied and reported upon 

the geology of the state, map-

ping the locations of minerals 

and rock types around Rhode 

Island, soil types and uses in 

the state, the effects of gla-

cial movement across Rhode 

Island, and the value of these 

natural resources 

for commercial 

extraction. 

Zachariah also 

created a master 

plan for a system 

of industrial reser-

voirs along the 

Woonasquatucket 

River, so all mills 

America.  By Society of Ameri-

can Forestersõ definition, silvi-

culture is òapplied forest ecol-

ogy - the theory and practice 

of controlling the establish-

ment, compositionéand 

growth of forests.ó 

Today, a plaque and informa-

tive sign marks the location of 

Zachariahõs silviculture plot 

off Quinsnicket 

Road in Lincoln 

Woods State 

Park.  Visitors can 

see the spot 

where forestry in 

the United States 

really started. 

Nor were Zachari-

ahõs interests 

environmentally 

limited to trees.  In 1875, he 

In 2015, the museum is em-

phasizing the natural aspects 

of the property.  Application 

has been made for a grant to 

purchase and install tree iden-

tification signs.  Over 70 spe-

cies of trees and shrubs are 

located on the museum 

grounds.  We plan to develop 

a marked walking path to visit 

these species, with signs to 

identify and explain the value 

of the trees for food, timber, 

beautification, etc.  In June, 

several tree walks are 

planned.  Our April special 

exhibit will revolve around 

forestry in Rhode Island and 

Monterey L. Holst, U.S. Forest 

Service Forester. 

In addition, we have received 

requests for nature walks on 

the property.  With deer, tur-

keys, fox, coyotes, fisher, rac-

coons, rabbits, squirrels, and 

chipmunks abundant, wildlife 
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In the 1700s, Rhode Island 

had pretty much been defor-

ested as farms expanded 

across much of the state.  In 

fact, surprising as it may 

seem, there was a much 

smaller proportion of forested 

land than there was in the 

1900s.  By the end of the 

eighteenth century, woodlots 

were diminishing.  Zachariah 

Allen, Jr., Providence busi-

nessman, mill owner, philan-

thropist, and environmental-

ist, when only 25, planted 40 

acres of barren pasture on 

Quinsnicket Hill in Smithfield 

with acorns and chestnuts.  

For the next 57 years, from 

1820 to 1877, he kept rec-

ords of growth and harvest on 

this plot.  His was the first 

attempt at silviculture in 

C o n t i n u e d  o n  
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would have water despite 

droughts.  Between 1823 

and 1853, five reservoirs 

were built - Slack, Sprague 

Lower, Sprague Upper, Wa-

terman and Stillwater.  His 

plan was issued the first 

charter in the United States 

for conservation of water for 

industrial purposes. 

Interest in agricultural prac-

tices was a necessity for any 

farmer in the new world.  The 

success of crops meant the 

success of survival of fami-

lies. Settlers succeeded by a 

process of trial and error.  

Many practices brought from 

home did not work in the 

harsher climate of New Eng-

land.  The Indians offered 

hints for successful growing 

practices to those settlers 

who were open minded.  

Trial and error could be cost-

ly, but often was the only 

way. 

Based on a farming back-

ground for almost everyone, 

men were endowed with a 

certain inherent knowledge 

of the land.  Zachariah Al-

lenõs brother Philip, governor 

of Rhode Island and then 

U.S. senator, chaired the 

Senate Agricultural Commit-

tee during his tenure in 

Washington.  In the mid 

1800s, this was one of the 

more important and influen-

tial committees.  The United 

States was primarily an agri-

culture based economy at 

that time.  Philipõs interest in 

the development of sound 

agricultural practices can be 

seen in his acceptance of 

this important position in the 

Senate. 

Alfred Augustus Reed was 

also a proponent of educat-

ed farming.  At Cedar Hill 

Farm, which supplied all of 

the family houses, he con-

ducted a breeding program 

for his milking herd of Jer-

seys and Guernseys, import-

ing stock directly from the 

British Isles where the 

breeds developed.  An expert 

on the pedigrees of his cat-

tle, he strove for expanded 

milk production.  His farming 

interests may not have been 

inherited by his sons, but his 

grandson, Alfred Slater 

Reed, was deeply involved in 

farming and a strong sup-

porter of the Agricultural 

Extension Service of the 

state college at Kingston.  

Every informative pamphlet 

coming out of the college 

found its way to Alfredõs li-

brary, and the farm benefit-

ted from his learning. 

Alfred A. Reed, Jr. was a 

sportsman - a man of the 

outdoors and of hunting and 

fishing.  As such, his inter-

ests grew in the preservation 

of our natural resources and 

expansion of outdoor oppor-

tunities to hunt and fish.  He 

was a member of the first 

Commissioners of Inland 

Fisheries, the forerunner of 

todayõs Department of Envi-

ronmental Management.  

Interest in preservation of 

the fisheries and recognition 

of the need to do so existed 

as early as the early 1700s.  

When the Blackstone River 

was first dammed in Paw-

tucket, care was taken to 

provide a fish ladder so that 

the huge runs of anadra-

mous fish could return upriv-

er to spawn.  This was an 

important element of the 

fisheries of the state and 

essential to preserve.  By the 

time of the formation of the 

Inland Fisheries Commis-

sion, fish farming had start-

ed in the U.S., and the first 

commissioners purchased 

fish from a Massachusetts 

farm to stock in R.I. streams 

and ponds.  One load, in-

deed, stayed overnight in the 

big spring at Alfred Reedõs 

estate (Clouds Hill) as it was 

too late to be stocked when 

it arrived. 

The Philip Allen (grandson of 

Governor Allen) who married 

Helen Slater Reed also had a 

strong interest in forestry - 

perhaps reflecting his great 

uncle Zachariah. In the late 

1930s, the Connecticut Agri-

cultural Experiment Station 

at Yale University (Philipõs 

alma mater) was crossing 

Chinese and American chest-

nuts to secure a blight re-

sistant chestnut tree.  Philip 

was strongly interested in 

these experiments and pur-

chased three of each of the 

six varieties developed at 

Yale.  Planted southwest of 

the house at Clouds Hill, 

many remain today.  Numer-

ous tree and shrub speci-

mens exist at Clouds Hill as 

a result of Philipõs interest in 

the cultivation of nut and 

timber trees as well as land-

scape specimens.  An entire 

sugar maple grove was 

planted south of the shop 

building for maple sugar 

production; and for many 

years Philip and his daugh-

ter, Anne Crawford Allen, 

made maple syrup, boiling 

G e n t l e m e n  

c o n t i n u e d  
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òFabulous!  So glad this 

Victorian museum is 

here!  So historic! 

Janet Koladay,          

Warwick, R.I. 

òThis was one of the 

best tours weõve done.  

So much fun and so 

informative.ó 

D. and L. Halpin, 

Seekonk, Mass. 

òFantastic visit - love the 

historic clothes.ó 

Chelsea Stinson,      

Edinburgh, Scotland 

W h a t  

y o u  

h a v e   

t o   

s a y   

.  .  .  
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F r o m  t h e  K i t c h e n  

Winter is the time for a steaming hot 

cup of cocoa, tea, or coffee and some-

thing sweet.  Here we offer a couple of 

old time treats.   

From the 1850 recipe book of Mrs. Al-

fred Augustus Reed: 

Shrewsbury Cakes : 

Beat together ½ pound of butter and 6 

ounces of sugar; add whatever flavoring 

is desired (vanilla or nutmeg is most 

commonly used).  Add also 4 well beat-

en eggs; sift in enough flour to make a 

dough which can be rolled, probably 

about 1 ½ pints, although it depends 

largely on the size of the eggs used. Roll 

out dough thinly, cut into small cakes 

and bake in a moderate oven until done 

(350 until lightly browned on edges). 

Note: the term òcakesó, in this case 

refers to what we call cookies.  This 

recipe is over 250 years old. 

 

100 years later, when Anne D. Holst 

was about 10 years old, she would walk 

up the back driveway to visit her great 

aunt, Mrs. W. Gordon Reed, at Cedar Hill 

Farm.  Mrs. Reed had two delightful 

Swedish ladies from East Greenwich, 

who tended to her needs - including 

something sweet to go with her after-

noon tea (happily joined in by her great 

niece).  Anxiously awaited by Anne D. 

were the delicate shortbread bars 

topped with a sugar and crushed pecan 

mix.  The recipe appeared lost until 

Anne started inquiries among friends at 

the East Greenwich Swedish Lutheran 

Church, and the son of Ogda Lundberg 

produced his motherõs recipe: 

Mix in the order given: 

1 cup light brown sugar 

1 cup margarine or butter 

2 cups flour 

1 egg yolk 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

Bake in a greased 9ó by 13ó pan at 350 

degrees for about 10 -15 minutes.  On 

removing from the oven, immediately 

spread with a mix of granulated sugar 

and chopped pecans, pressing lightly 

into top of cookies.  Cool 10 - 15 

minutes and cut into squares. 

Clouds Hill is proud to announce that 

three of our trees have received certifi-

cates from the Rhode Island Tree Council 

for their size.  The Council maintains a 

registry of Rhode Islandõs largest trees, 

based on height, size of canopy, and 

diameter at breast height.   Since 2002, 

the R.I. Tree Council has administered 

the Helen Walker Raleigh Champion Tree 

Program, whose goals are òto find and 

maintain a computerized database of big 

trees; to collect research data on big 

trees; and to assist tree owners on how 

to care for big trees.ó  The research data 

is shared with USDA - Forest Service, 

college and university scientists, where it 

is used to study climate change, develop 

new plant selections, and learn whatõs 

behind big tree longevity. 

The museum is proud to have received 

two certificates for 2nd largest and one 

for 3rd largest trees of their kind in Rhode 

Island.   Our Sawarra False Cypress, 

Chamaecyparis pisifera, ranks third with 

a circumference of 85 inches, height of 

76 feet, and crown spread of 39 feet.  

Our second giant, a second ranked speci-

men, is a Red Oak, Quercus rubra, with a 

circumference of 199 inches, a height of 

101 feet, and a crown spread of 97 feet.  

Finally, our Camperdown Elm, Ulnus 

camperdownii, is ranked second in the 

state, also. 

The three giants can be easily viewed by 

visitors.  The Camperdown Elm is located 

at the southeast corner of the house; the 

Sawarra False Cypress in the garden 

south of the house, where the stone path 

and circle are located; and the Red Oak 

on the path leading from the house to 

the workshop. 

M e e t  t h e  

F l o r a  

can be viewed.  Both woodland and field 

habitats are available, and rock outcrop-

pings lead to a study of soils, glacial ef-

fects, and rock types.  Hawks are plenti-

ful, and an occasional Bald Eagle has 

visited.  Several scout troops have shown 

interest in programs at the museum. 

E d u c a t i o n  

c o n t i n u e d  

F r o m  t h e  

C o l l e c t i o n s  

The Textile Collection 

White on white embroidery on 

small tablecloth 



Visitors  

During the last quarter, 

Clouds Hill opened its 

doors to guests from 13 

Rhode Island towns, the 

states of Arkansas, Con-

necticut, Massachusetts, 

Nevada, New Hampshire, 

New York, Ohio, Wisconsin, 

and Texas, and from Ger-

many and Scotland. 

Recent Acquisitions 

We were thrilled to receive 

a substantial collection of 

Victorian and early 20th 

century clothes from Sha-

ron Spencer of East Green-

wich, R.I.  Included are 

baby clothes, menõs sports 

clothes, and ladies attire 

ranging from daytime 

dresses to visiting attire 

and a beautiful heather 

wool and leather sports 

costume made in Vienna.  

Everything is in good to 

excellent condition; and 

several pieces were shown 

during our recent Christ-

mas tours.  We are deeply 

grateful to Sharon for 

thinking of us with this 

wonderful gift of clothing. 

The museum has also re-

ceived a donation of a 12 

foot artificial Christmas 

tree from the son of one of 

our volunteers, George 

Park.  This is a welcome 

addition to the Christmas 

decorations, as we need a 

tall tree for the 13 foot 

ceilings on the first floor.  

We have tried to include a 

live tree every year, but 

needing to keep it up for 

almost 6 weeks makes it 

difficult; so we are thrilled 

to have a suitable substi-

tute.  Thank you! 

Upcoming Events 

Our ever-popular 100 

YEARS OF ROMANCE exhib-

it will be on display from 

February 12th through the 

23 rd, with general openings 

from 1-3 PM on the 14th, 

15 th, and 22nd.  During 

general openings, no ap-

pointment is necessary.   

This year, we have added 

several gowns to the col-

lection - the oldest being 

the English mull embroi-

dered skirt of Minerva Slat-

erõs gown.  Minerva, mar-

ried in 1833, was the sister 

of William S. Slater, who 

built Clouds Hill.  Approxi-

mately 20 wedding gowns 

from the collection will be 

shown, some in display 

cases and others on man-

nequins in scenes from the 

wedding day. 

In April, the featured exhib-

it will be on FORESTRY IN 

RHODE ISLAND AND MON-

TEREY L. HOLST.  Husband 

of Anne Crawford Allen, Mr. 

Holst graduated from the 

School of Forestry at Ore-

gon State College and 

worked for the U.S. Forest 

Service in Oregon before 

being sent east after the 

1938 hurricane in New 

England.  The history of 

Forestry in this state is 

interesting, as in 1700, the 

state was almost entirely 

farmland, but by 1900 was 

heavily forested.  Openings 

without appointments will 

be April 12th and 19th, from 

1 to 3 PM; and the display 

will be up from April 9th 

through the 21st.  

May is National Carriage 

Driving month, and the 

exhibit will revolve around, 

CARRIAGES, WOMEN AND 

HORSES.  The carriage 

museum will be open dur-

ing the special exhibit days 

of May 3rd and 10th, from 1 

to 3 PM; and the exhibit 

will be available by ap-

pointment from May 4th 

through the 18th.  The 

women of Clouds Hill were 

all horse lovers, riders and 

drivers, as well as express-

ing themselves in art and 

writing. 

On June 7th, the SPRING 

LECTURE will be held.  Re-

sort wear of the 20s, 30s, 

and 40s will be the topic, 

and the lecture will include 

a fashion show of the ap-

parel of Anne C. A. Holst 

from that period. 

I n s i d e  S c o o p  
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Upcoming Teas 

Clouds Hill will host a TEA 

IN THE STYLE OF DOWN-

TON ABBEY, on Sunday, 

March 22nd at 2:00 PM.  

This is a very special event, 

and reservations are lim-

ited to 24 people.  Please 

contact us for an invitation. 

Reservations are taken on 

a first response basis.  

Attendees are urged to 

wear attire reminiscent of 

the period 1900 - 1930, 

and an award will be given 

for best period attire. 

Our regular summer teas 

will include: 

July 19th - Summer Resort 

Wear of the 20s, 30s and 

40s Fashion Show and Tea 

August 23 - Victorian Fash-

ion Show and Tea 

 

 

Clouds Hill Clarisse Wakes from Her Winter Nap 
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the sap down on the wood stove in the 

shop. 

Anne Crawford Allen married a native of 

Oregon.  Monterey L. Holst, a member 

of the U.S. Forest Service, was the son 

of a U.S. Forest Service forester, grow-

ing up on a ranger station.  He graduat-

ed from Oregon State College with a 

degree in forestry and became a forest-

er with the U.S. Forest Service, serving 

in the Siskiayou National Forest in Ore-

gon.  After the 1938 hurricane had dev-

astated New England, Mr. Holst was 

one of a large group of Forest Service 

personnel sent into New England to 

help with the massive job of harvesting 

downed timber and preventing devas-

tating fires in the blowdown. 

Upon meeting and marrying Anne, 

òMontyó, as he was know, stayed in 

Rhode Island, working as a consulting 

forester - an advisor to timber owners 

on harvesting lumber, planting trees, 

and wisely using their woodlots. 

All of these men shared a knowledge, 

interest, and love of the natural envi-

ronment.  In their own ways, they 

worked to preserve this environment, 

whether improving farming techniques, 

ensuring future supplies of water, trees, 

and fish, or enhancing the natural set-

ting of Rhode Island. 

G e n t l e m e n  

c o n t i n u e d  

Saturday, January 10th was cloudy and 

cold, but did not dampen the spirits of 

four groups of arborists who spent a half

-day working on some of the trees on the 

extensive grounds of the museum.  The 

occasion was a donation of services 

from the Rhode Island Arborists Associa-

tion, organized by Tom Morra.  In addi-

tion to his own men, Morra was joined 

by two crews from Davey Tree Service 

and a crew from Newport based Whip-

pletree. 

In addition to much needed pruning of 

the Connecticut Yankee chestnut tree 

near the house - said to be the last exist-

ing Connecticut Yankee (a product of the 

work of the Connecticut Agricultural 

Experiment Station at Yale University in 

the late 1930s and early 1940s to cross 

Chinese and American chestnuts to pro-

duce a blight resistant tree), the crews 

used four bucket trucks to take down a 

number of damaged, diseased, and 

aged trees around the house and along 

the main driveway.  Several of the larger 

trees had dead wood removed and 

A r b o r i s t s  V o l u n t e e r  a t  

C l o u d s  H i l l  

hanging broken limbs taken down. 

Following their work, the arborists gath-

ered in the kitchen for a luncheon of 

homemade tomato soup, sandwiches 

and desserts.  A very successful day 

was truly appreciated by Clouds Hill.  

This was a great start for a year pro-

grammed to highlight the natural as-

pects of the museum site. 

Thank you Tom, Milsson, Sean, Ray, 

James, Roger, Ralph, Eric and Bill. 

W h a t ô s  i t ? 

Visit our website, 

www.cloudshill.org, for the answer. 

Arborists at Work 


